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MAUNDY THURSDAY

Commanded to Love

A Service of Evening Prayer for Maundy Thursday
April 2, 2026

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another as | have
loved you. John 13.34

This is the day

that Christ the Lamb of God

gave himself into the hands of those who would slay him.
This is the day

that Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room.

This is the day

that Christ took a towel

and washed the disciples’ feet,

giving us an example that we should do to others
as he has done to us.

This is the day

that Christ our God gave us this holy feast,

that we who eat this bread and drink this cup
may here proclaim his Holy Sacrifice

and be partakers of his resurrection,

and at the last day may reign with him in heaven.

CP 196 Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended

1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath
that we to judge thee hath in hate suffered,;

pretended?

for our atonement, while we nothing

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, heeded,
O most afflicted. God interceded.

2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this 4 For me, kind Jesus, was thy incarnation,

upon thee? thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation;
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thy death of anguish and thy bitter
thee. passion,

"Twas |, Lord Jesus, | it was denied thee: for my salvation.
| crucified thee.

3 Lo, the good Shepherd for the sheep is

offered;

5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since | cannot
pay thee,
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| do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,
think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,
not my deserving.

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  Refrain: | will lift up the cup of salvation
| love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my supplications.

2Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore | will call on him as long as | live.
2What shall | return to the LoRD for all his bounty to me?

131 will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD,

41 will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.

5 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones.

60 LoRD, | am your servant; | am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
You have loosed my bonds.

71 will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.
8] will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people,
%in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the

LORD!
Refrain: 1 will lift up the cup of salvation

A Reading from Exodus 12:1-14
"The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:

2 This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month
of the year for you.

3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to
take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household.

41f a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people
who eat of it.
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5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the
sheep or from the goats.

6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.

" They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel
of the houses in which they eat it.

8 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its
head, legs, and inner organs.

0You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the
morning you shall burn.

" This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the
LORD.

2 For | will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD.

3The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when | see the
blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the land
of Egypt.

4 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CP 184 MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN —Vs:1-3

1 My song is love unknown,
my Savior’s love to me,
love to the loveless shown
that they might lovely be.

O who am |,

that for my sake




my Lord should take
frail flesh, and die?

2 He came from his blest throne
salvation to bestow,

but all made strange, and none
the longed-for Christ would know;
but O my friend,

my friend indeed,

who at my need

his life did spend.

3 Sometimes they strew his way,
and his sweet praises sing,
resounding all the day

hosannas to their King.

Then “Crucify!”

is all their breath,

and for his death

they thirst and cry.

A Reading from 1 Corinthians 11:23—-26

CCLI 11361225

23 For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus

on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread,

24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for

you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

me.

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s

death until he comes.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CP 190 Go To Dark Gethsemane —Vs: 1, 2

1 Go to dark Gethsemane,

ye that feel the tempter's power.
Your Redeemer's conflict see;
watch with him one bitter hour;
turn not from his griefs away,
learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

2 Follow to the judgement hall;
view the Lord of life arraigned.
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O the wormwood and gall!

O the grief his souls sustained!
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss;
learn of him to bear the cross.

The Gospel
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

"Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end.

2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to
betray him. And during supper

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he
had come from God and was going to God,

4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.

5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.

6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?”

7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will
understand.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless |
wash you, you have no share with me.”

9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!”

10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the
feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.”
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" For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are
clean.”

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, “Do you know what | have done to you?

3You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what | am.

4So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet.

S For | have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you.

6 Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them.

71f you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

3TWhen he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him.

32 |f God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once.

33 Little children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as |
said to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’

34| give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another.

35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

CP 190 Go To Dark Gethsemane - Vs: 3

3 Calvary's mournful mountain climb;
there, adoring at his feet,

mark that miracle of time—

God's own sacrifice complete.

"It is finished!" hear him cry;

learn of Jesus Christ to die.
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Sermon by the Rev. Alison Westervelt

CCLI 7149566 Your Will Be Done
1 Your will be done my God and Father
As in heaven so on earth

My heart is drawn to self-exalting

Help me seek Your kingdom first

As Jesus walked so shall | walk

Held by Your same unchanging love
Be still my soul O lift your voice and
pray

Father not my will but Yours be done

2 How in that garden he persisted

I may never fully know

The fearful weight of true obedience

It was held by him alone

What wondrous faith to bear that cross
To bear my sin what wondrous love
My hope was sure when there my
Saviour prayed

Father not my will but Yours be done

3 When | am lost when | am broken
In the night of fear and doubt

Still | will trust in my good Father
Yes to one great King | bow

As Jesus rose so | shall rise

In ransomed glory at the throne

My heart restored with all Your saints |
sing
Father not my will but Yours be done

4 As we go forth our God and Father
Lead us daily in the fight

That all the world might see Your glory
And Your Name be lifted high

And in this Name we overcome

For You shall see us safely home

Now as Your church we lift our voice
and pray

Father not my will but Yours be done

Ending
And in this Name we overcome
For You shall see us safely home
Now as Your church we lift our voice
and pray
Father not my will but Yours be done
Father not my will but Yours be done
Father not my will but Yours be done

Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ,

on the night before his death,

Jesus set an example for his disciples

by washing their feet, an act of humble service.

He taught that strength and growth
in the life of the kingdom of God
come not by power, authority, or even miracles,

but by such lowly service.

Therefore, | invite you to remember this act of humility and
care instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ,

that we may recall whose servants we are

by following the example of our Master.

Come remembering His admonition

that what will be done for you

is also to be done by you to others,

for “a servant is not greater than his master,

nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.



CCLI 11361225

If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”

Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again

to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

The people are invited to confession in these or similar words.

Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners

and invites them to his table.

Let us confess our sins,

confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,
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that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect O God,
your Son Jesus Christ
has left to us the meal of bread and wine
in which we share his body and his blood.
May we who celebrate this sign of his great love
show in our lives the fruits of his redemption;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

CP 184 MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN 4-6

4 Why, what has my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,

he gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries!

Yet they at these

themselves displease,

and 'gainst him rise.




5 They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;

a murderer they save,

the Prince of Life they slay.

Yet cheerful he

to suffering goes,

that he his foes

from thence might free

6 Here might | stay and sing,
no story so divine;

never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine!
This is my friend,

in whose sweet praise

| all my days

could gladly spend.

The Dismissal
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A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another as | have

loved you. John 13.34

Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.

Amen.

Thank you for joining us for our Maundy Thursday service. You can
join us tomorrow morning at 10:30 for our Good Friday service.
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