A Service of Morning Prayer
Wednesday, July 15, 2026
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The parable of the Sower.

One of a series of paintings of parables in the Gospels, for teaching and personal use.
Contributed by Jan van 't Hoff, for FreeBibleimages, a UK registered charity.

Lord, open our lips,

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

CP 341 God of Mercy, God of Grace

1 God of mercy, God of grace, 3 Let the people praise you, Lord;
show the brightness of your face; earth shall then its fruits afford,
shine upon us, Saviour, shine; God to us all blessings give,

fill your church with light divine; we to God devoted live;

and your saving health extend all below and all above

unto earth's remotest end. one in joy and light and love.

2 Let the people praise you, Lord;
be by all that live adored;

let the nations shout and sing
glory to their Saviour King;

at your feet their tribute pay,

and your holy will obey.

Gathering: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
And the love of God,
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
Be with you all.
And also with you.

May his grace and peace be with you.
May he fill our hearts with joy.
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Almighty God,
To you all hearts are open,
All desires known,
And from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
That we may perfectly love you,
And worthily magnify your holy name.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trisagion: Holy God,
Holy and mighty,
Holy and immortal one,
Have mercy on us. (3x)

Psalm 142 Refrain: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.

T With my voice | cry to the Lord; with my voice | make supplication to the Lord.

2| pour out my complaint before him; | tell my trouble before him.

3When my spirit is faint, you know my way. In the path where | walk they have hidden a trap for
me.

4Look on my right hand and see—there is no one who takes notice of me; no refuge remains to
me; no one cares for me.

51 cry to you, O Lord; | say, ‘You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.’

6 Give heed to my cry, for | am brought very low. Save me from my persecutors, for they are too
strong for me.

"Bring me out of prison, so that | may give thanks to your name. The righteous will surround me,
for you will deal bountifully with me.

The Gospel:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Matthew 13:10-17
0 Then the disciples came and asked him, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’
" He answered, ‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to
them it has not been given.
2 For to those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
3 The reason | speak to them in parables is that “seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they
do not listen, nor do they understand.”
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14 With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: “You will indeed listen, but never
understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive.

15 For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut
their eyes; so that they might not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand
with their heart and turn—and | would heal them.”

6 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.

7 Truly | tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not
see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.

CP 576 For the Healing of the Nations

_1 For the healing of the nations,
God, we pray with one accord;
for a just and equal sharing

of the things that earth affords.
To a life of love in action

help us rise and pledge our word.

2 Lead us, Father, into freedom;

from despair your world release,

that, redeemed from war and hatred,

all may come and go in peace.

Show us how through care and goodness
fear will die and hope increase.

Meditation: — Rev. Alison Westervelt

CCLI 7121851 Ancient of Days

1 Though the nations rage
Kingdoms rise and fall

There is still one King

Reigning over all

So | will not fear

For this truth remains

That my God is the Ancient of Days

Chorus
None above Him none before Him
All of time in His hands
For His throne it shall remain and ever
stand
All the power all the glory
I will trust in His name
For my God is the Ancient of days

3 All that kills abundant living,

let it from the earth be banned:
pride of status, race, or schooling,
dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice,
may we hallow life’s brief span.

4 You, Creator God, have written
your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness,
bring the life of Christ to mind;
that by our response and service,
earth its destiny may find.

2 Though the dread of night
Overwhelms my soul

He is here with me

| am not alone

O His love is sure

And He knows my name

For my God is the Ancient of Days

3 Though | may not see

What the future brings

| will watch and wait

For the Saviour king

Then my joy complete

Standing face to face

In the presence of the Ancient of Days

Tag
For my God is the Ancient of Days
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Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven.
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Healing Litany:

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers: Merle..... Mary.....
Irene ..... Tony and Mary Jean..... Florence..... Lisa and Joe..... Marijke.....
Diane..... Janelle..... Sandy..... Evelyn..... Sarah..... Terry..... Ken..... Monica.....
Julie..... Lucas..... Helen..... Cody..... Judy..... Ruth..... Jody and Michael.....
David L..... Kathy..... Joy..... Pauline.....Jorges, Janine and Emilio..... Michael
S..... Larry..... Christena..... Elsie..... Irvin and Margaret..... Ashley..... Emily.....
Zaldy and family.....Sandra A..... Louise B...... Melody..... Louise A..... Justine.....
Deardre..... June.....

Let us offer our prayers for God’s healing, saying, Hear and have mercy.
Hear and have mercy
Blessed Jesus, your Holy name is medicine for healing and a promise of eternal
life
Hear and have mercy
Grant us your grace to heal those who are sick. We pray to you, O God,

Befriend all who are anxious, lonely, despondent, or afraid. We pray to you, O
God,

Hear and have mercy.
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Give courage and faith to all who are disabled through injury or illness. We pray to
you, O God,
Hear and have mercy
Comfort, relieve, and heal all sick children. We pray to you, O God,
Hear and have mercy
Give courage to all who await surgery. We pray to you, O God,
Hear and have mercy

Support and encourage those who live with chronic illness. We pray to you, O
God,

Hear and have mercy

Strengthen those who endure continual pain and give them hope. We pray to you,
O God,

Hear and have mercy
Grant the refreshment of peaceful sleep to all who suffer. We pray to you, O God,
Hear and have mercy
Uphold those who keep watch over the sick. We pray to you, O God,
Hear and have mercy.
Guide those who search for the causes and cures of sickness and disease. We
pray to you, O God,
Hear and have mercy
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Hear and have mercy.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
Hear and have mercy
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
Hear and have mercy

Compassionate God, you so loved the world that you sent us Jesus to bear our
infirmities and afflictions. Through acts of healing, he reveled you as the true
source of health and salvation. For the sake of your Christ who suffered and died
for us, conquered death, and now reigns with you in glory, hear the cry of your
people. Have mercy on us, make us whole, and bring us at last into the fulness of
your eternal life. Amen



Collect
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Almighty God,

you have made us for yourself,

and our hearts are restless

until they find their rest in you.

May we find peace in your service,

and in the world to come, see you face to face;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

CP 564 Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 3 Spirit of our God, descending,
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, love with every passion blending,
for we have no help but thee; pleasure that can never cloy;

yet possessing every blessing thus provided, pardoned, guided,
if our God our Father be. nothing can our peace destroy.

2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
all our weakness thou dost know;

thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;

lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.
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The Dismissal:

Let us bless the Lord, giving thanks for his living word.
Thanks be to God.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



